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1. YOU WILL RECALL THAT YOU ASKED ME TO GET BILL ROGERS' 

VIEWS ON A COLBY PROPOSAL THAT WE GET SOME LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES TO DENOUNCE CUBAN/SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA. 

TO REFRESH YOUR MEMORY, THE COLBY PARAGRAPH WAS AS FOLLOWS: 
"SOME LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES, SUCH AS BOLIVIA, HONDURAS, 

AND URUGUAY, ARE STRONGLY ANTI-COMMUNIST. IT IS LIKELY 
THAT THE HEADS OF STATE OF THOSE COUNTRIES WOULD MAKE 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS DENOUNCING CUBAN/SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN 
ANGOLA IF THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR WERE TO ASK THEM TO DO 
SO. IF ONE OF THEM DID MAKE SUCH A STATEMENT, IT WOULD 
HAVE THE EFFECT OF FURTHER DRAMATIZING CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN 
ANGOLA FOR THE LATIN AMERICAN PEOPLE. THEREFORE CONSIDERA- 
TION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO INSTRUCTING OUR AMBASSADORS IN 
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THOSE COUNTRIES TO ASK THE HEADS OF STATE TO MAKE APPRO- 
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PRIATE PUBLIC STATEMENTS." 

2. I ASKED BILL FOR HIS VIEWS ON THIS COLBY SUGGESTION AND 
HAVE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING MEMORANDUM FROM HIM. I FRANKLY 
THINK HIS ARGUMENTS HAVE MERIT AND THEREFORE RECOMMEND WE 
FORGET THE COLBY PROPOSAL. 

3. TEXT OF ROGERS MEMO IS AS FOLLOWS: 

"I DO NOT EMBRACE COLBY'S SUGGESTION THAT WE INSTRUCT OUR 
AMBASSADORS TO BOLIVIA. HONDURAS AND URUGUAY TO URGE THE 
PRESIDENTS OF THOSE COUNTRIES TO SAY SOMETHING PUBLIC 
ABOUT CUBAN/SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA. 

"A. IT IS HELPFUL IN SUCH MATTERS TO DEFINE PURPOSE 
PRECISELY. I AM NOT CLEAR ABOUT THE PURPOSE OF THIS ONE. 

IF THE PURPOSE IS TO INCREASE THE PRESSURE IN HAVANA TO 
WITHDRAW, THEN PUBLIC STATEMENTS FROM THESE THREE 
COUNTRIES WILL NOT SERVE THAT PURPOSE. HONDURAS, BOLIVIA 
AND URUGUAY COUNT FOR NOTHING IN CUBA (OR FOR VERY LITTLE, 

IN THE CASE OF BOLIVIA). 

"IF THE HEADS OF STATE OF LARGER AND MORE MODERATE 
COUNTRIES, SUCH AS COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA, TRINIDAD OR MEXICO, 
SAID SOMETHING, THAT WOULD BE VERY MUCH TO THE GOOD. BUT 
THERE IS PRECIOUS LITTLE OUR AMBASSADORS IN THOSE 
COUNTRIES CAN DO TO PUSH THE POSSIBILITY, BEYOND WHAT WE 
ARE DOING NOW. WE ARE NOW PASSING ON TO THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRIES OF ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE HEMISPHERE THE MOST 
UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION WE HAVE ABOUT CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN 
ANGOLA. I WOULD LEAVE IT THERE, AND HOPE THAT THE FACTS-- 
NOT OUR OFFICIAL SOLICITATION- WOULD MOVE SOME SIGNIFICANT 
POLITICAL PERSONALITY IN LATIN AMERICA TO SPEAK OUT. THIS 
WOULD BE THE BEST WAY TO INCREASE CUBA'S EMBARRASSMENT IN 
THE HEMISPHERE AND THUS INCREASE ITS INCENTIVE TO WITH- 
DRAW-IF THAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSAL. 

"B. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND THE PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSAL 
IS TO RALLY LATIN AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST 
COMMUNISM, THEN THE PROPOSAL IS ARCHAIC. THIS IS THE 
SORT OF THING WE WERE DOING IN THE FIFTIES, WHEN THE 
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COLD WAR WAS IN ITS CLASSIC PERIOD. LATIN AMERICA, WE 

THOUGHT, WAS ANOTHER OF THE ARENA FOR THE WORLDWIDE 
STRUGGLE WITH COMMUNISM. WE COULD EXPECT-AND ASK-THAT 
THE NATIONS OF THE HEMISPHERE PUBLICLY DENOUNCE THE SOVIET 
UNION AND ITS SATELLITES. 

"NOT SO TODAY. THE MODERN LATIN AMERICA HAS OPTED OUT OF 
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THE COLD WAR. THE COLD WAR HAS RECEDED FROM LATIN 
AMERICA. 

"BRAZIL'S MOTTO-THAT IT HAS NO AUTOMATIC ALIGNMENT WITH 
ANY POWER— IS ONE EXPRESSION OF THIS. TRINIDAD'S ABSTEN- 
TION FROM ALL EAST- WEST VOTES IN THE UN IS ANOTHER. 

LATIN AMERICA WANTS TO CONCENTRATE ON LATIN AMERICAN 

ISSUES. WE SHOULD NOT, AS A GENERALITY, TRY TO REENLIST 
LATIN AMERICA IN A COLD WAR. 

"FURTHERMORE, PUBLIC STATEMENTS FROM THE PRESIDENTS OF 
BOLIVIA, HONDURAS AND URUGUAY WOULD HARDLY DO MUCH FOR US 
IN TERMS OF HEMISPHERIC PUBLIC OPINION ON ANGOLA. THOSE 
THREE HEADS OF STATE ARE NOT THE OBJECTS OF UNIVERSAL 
HERO WORSHIP. ANYTHING THEY SAID ON THIS ISSUE WOULD BE 
DISCOUNTED, AND PRESUMED TO HAVE BEEN INSPIRED BY THE 
U.S. IN ALL EVENTS." ROBINSON 
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